
Ackton Pastures Primary Academy 
College Grove,  
Castleford,  
West Yorkshire  
WF10 5NS 
Telephone: 01977 802322  
Email: ap-enquiries@inspirepartnership.org.uk 

 

‘Children at the heart; Inspiring futures’ 

Friday 11th December 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
 
Christmas Fair 
Thank you to everyone who attended the Christmas Fair last week, it was wonderful to see 
so many in school. We raised a total of £2366.60 on the day - Raffle money is still to be 
added so we’ll provide the grand total next Friday! 
The raffle prizes will also be drawn in assembly next Friday. 
 
Reindeer Run 
Today the children took part in the reindeer run - please could all sponsor money be sent in 
on Monday morning, as the hospice will be coming to collect donations on Monday 
afternoon. Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Next Friday 
Children may come to school in the Pyjamas or loungewear next Friday and will be treated 
with films, hot chocolate and biscuits to end the term in style. We will also be welcoming 
Mrs Mason back from maternity leave! 
 
Christmas Performances 
Our Reception and Key Stage 1 children were absolutely amazing in our Christmas 
Performances this week. We are so proud of them all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next week it is the turn of our Key Stage 2 children -  you have a lot to live up to! 
 
Aspens 
Thank you to everyone for ordering dinners this week - for the first time ever on Thursday 
everyone who was due to have a dinner ordered one! From January we will be ringing 
parents/carers if you haven’t ordered a dinner and you will be asked to bring in a packed 
lunch so please keep it up. 
Menus will be posted on class dojo on a Sunday afternoon as a reminder.  

 



 

This Wednesday is Christmas Dinner day, please don’t forget to order one for your child if 
they would like one.  
 
Poppy Appeal 
As a school we raised £397.30 for the Poppy Appeal, this was the most raised by all the 
schools in Castleford.  
 
Attendance 
 
We would just like to you remind that in the case of absence, parents must leave a 
voicemail on the absence line before 9am. Please clearly state your child’s name, class 
and reason for absence. This must be done every day of absence. Please give a specific 
reason for absence such as ‘high temperature, diarrhoea’ etc a comment of ‘ill’ or ‘poorly’ is 
not sufficient. 
 
Home visits 

As part of the Trust policy on attendance and safeguarding, schools have a responsibility to 
conduct home visits for unexplained absence and when a child has not been seen on 
school premises – despite reported illness – for 5 consecutive days (including 
weekends). 

(“The School has the right to conduct home visits on the grounds of non-attendance” – see 
Trust attendance policy, available on school website).  

In such instances, two members of staff will visit your child to say hello and offer support if 
needed. Such procedures have been put into place by local authorities following well known 
serious case reviews investigating deaths of children – for instance, Baby P (2007) and Star 
Hobson (2020). The outcomes of these investigations have found that, had wider agencies 
– such as schools – followed safeguarding procedures correctly, those deaths could have 
been prevented. Whilst these cases are incredibly rare, schools and local authorities across 
the country have a duty of care to check in at home with any child – regardless of 
background and circumstances – who has not been seen on school premises for 5 
consecutive days.  

On the infrequent occasion where we receive no response at the family home, we will post 
a calling card notifying you of our visit and an opportunity to rearrange. In instances where 
the visit is not rearranged, the absence could then be unauthorised. An accumulation of 
unauthorised absence can lead to a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued. Please also take 
this into account if considering notifying school of an illness, when you are on holiday. 

Easy Fundraising 
 
We are now registered with easyfundraising, which means you can help us for FREE. Over 
8,000 retailers will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no 
extra cost to yourself! All you need to do is sign up and remember to use easyfundraising 
whenever you shop online. It’s easy and completely FREE! These donations really mount 
up, so please sign up to support us at: 
 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ackton-pastures-primary-academy/?utm_mediu
m=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=email-1 
 
Please feel free to share the link with family members. Every little helps! Please see the 
poster below with QR Code and further instructions. 
 
 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ackton-pastures-primary-academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=email-1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ackton-pastures-primary-academy/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pmc&utm_content=email-1
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Dates for your Diary  
 

Tuesday 16th December Nursery Nativity 9.30am  
Please see Nursery class dojo for more 

details.  
Wednesday 17th  December Christmas Dinner 

Thursday 18th December KS2 Christmas Concert 9.15am and 
2.15pm 

Friday 19th December Mrs Mason returns from maternity leave 
Last day of term 

Monday 5th January School Reopens 
 
 

Attendance this week 

Reception – Miss Ayling 81% 
Reception – Mr Smith 84% 
Year 1 – Miss Wilson  92% 
Year 1/2 – Miss Binns 95% 
Year 2 – Mrs Turfrey 88% 

Year 3 – Miss Blakeway 87% 
Year 3/4 - Miss Gibbins 86% 
Year 4 – Miss Holding 95% 
Year 5 – Mrs Longoni 93% 
Year 5/6 – Miss Lynch  95% 

Year 6 – Miss Woodhouse 92% 
 

Have a lovely weekend!  

Miss Bartle 
Acting Headteacher   
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