
Ackton Pastures Primary Academy 
College Grove,  
Castleford,  
West Yorkshire  
WF10 5NS 
Telephone: 01977 802322  
Email: ap-enquiries@inspirepartnership.org.uk 

 

‘Children at the heart; Inspiring futures’ 

Friday 13th February 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I cannot believe we have reached the end of this half term already. Time has flown and 
there are so many fantastic achievements to celebrate. A huge well done to the team of 
dancers from KS2 who represented our school at the Pyramid Dance competition last 
Friday. You were incredible and came back to school victorious, winning first place overall!  
 
Welcome Mrs Cawthorne 
We are happy to welcome Mrs Cawthorne to the team from today. Mrs Cawthorne is an 
experienced teacher joining us from the team at Half Acres. She will be working in Nursery 
and across LKS2 predominantly. I am sure you will join me in wishing her a very warm 
welcome! 
 
Waterproof and Wellies  
In Early Years the children absolutely love being outside (come rain or shine). With the 
weather being as wet as it has been, we would like to please ask for any donations of old 
wellies or waterproof all-in-ones for our children in Nursery and Reception to use. Any 
donations would be greatly appreciated and would mean our children can still enjoy the 
outdoors despite the rainy weather! Thank you in advance from the Early Years team! 
 
World Book Day 
Dust off your costumes…we are all excited to celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 5th 
March! On this day we will be celebrating all things reading with an exciting day of reading 
related learning activities. Children are invited to come to school dressed as their favourite 
book character. As usual, we will be awarding prizes for the most creative costumes in each 
key stage. We can’t wait to see your outfits! 
 
Mobile Phones 
Our children in Year 6 have been reminded that mobile phones are not allowed to be turned 
on whilst on school premises. Phones should be switched off as children enter the gate 
ready to be placed in class boxes when they arrive in the classroom. Thank you for your 
continued support.  
 
Where are they now? 
Remember playing in the school playground at Ackton Pastures Primary in Castleford? 
We're on a mission to reconnect with former pupils who have gone on to do something in 
life or career which they are proud of! 
We want to hear about the achievements and milestones you've reached, and impacts 
you've made. Whether it's career success, an inspiring personal journey, or making a 
difference in your community, we want to share your journey! 

 



 

We are creating a special 'Where are they now?' display in the school and need your help. 
To feature you, we'll need a photograph from your school days ("then") and a recent photo 
("now") and a short paragraph describing your journey since leaving us. 
 
After School Clubs 
 
Our teacher led after school clubs for next half term are as follows. Places will be open for 
booking on Arbor on Friday 27th February  2026 at 3pm. Please note these clubs finish at 
4pm.  
 
Day  Year Group/Key 

Stage   
Club  Start date  

Tuesday  KS1 Art Club (Miss 
Wilson) 

3 March 2026 

Tuesday KS1 Science Club (Miss 
Turfrey) 

3 March  2026 

Tuesday Year 5 and 6  Football  (Mr Smith) 3 March 2026 
 
The Elite after school clubs this half term are available to book now and are; 
Dodgeball for Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 on Tuesday 
Football for Reception and Key Stage 1 on Wednesday 
Dance and Cheer for Key Stage 2 on Thursday. 
 
These clubs finish at 4.15pm.  
 
Dates for your Diary  
13th February 2026 School Closes 
23rd February 2026 Inset Day 
24th February 2026 Return to School  
5th March 2026 World Book Day - Come to school dressed 

as your favourite book character  
28th-29th April 2026 Year 4 Residential Dearne Valley  
20th-22nd July 2026 Year 6 Residential Newby Wiske Hall  

 

Attendance this week 

Reception – Miss Ayling 98% 
Reception – Mr Smith 96% 
Year 1 – Miss Wilson  76% 
Year 1/2 – Miss Binns 84% 
Year 2 – Mrs Turfrey 96% 

Year 3 – Miss Blakeway 87% 
Year 3/4 - Miss Gibbins 95% 
Year 4 – Miss Holding 98% 
Year 5 – Mrs Longoni 92% 
Year 5/6 – Miss Lynch  93% 

Year 6 – Miss Woodhouse 99% 
Have a lovely half term break!  

Mrs Mason, Headteacher  
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