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Friday 26th June 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
The great British summer has definitely thrown its finest challenge at us to date so 
far! It has been an incredibly warm week which has provided us all with several 
challenges to our usual routines this week. I have to start my newsletter by thanking 
the children and staff for their dedication and support for each other to find solutions 
to the heat and showing the great team spirit we know makes Ackton a special place 
to be. A reminder we will return to normal routines from Monday including children 
wearing their full school uniform. Handheld fans will no longer be required in 
classrooms but children should still bring their water bottles and apply sun cream 
before school.  
 
A message from our governors. 
It was lovely to welcome some of our governors into school this week. The governors 
have asked me to share the below message with you following their visit to school: 
 
‘Governors visited on Thursday to find out more about how Adaptive Teaching is 
used in school. It was great to see how calm the school was on such a hot day. 
Classrooms felt cooler than many of our homes! We toured the classrooms and were 
impressed with how confident and eloquent the children were in explaining what they 
were learning, and how independent and proud of their learning they were. They 
were looking back at previous work to find correct spellings, could use the 'working 
wall' to improve their initial word choices and use word mats to support correct 
spelling. We saw teachers use different types of questioning and sometimes 
“cold-call” children to answer. Even those who might not put their hands up could 
answer questions when asked. Every child can end a lesson feeling they have been 
successful. We were impressed by how our teachers support each other. They 
constantly help each other to reflect and find ways to be even better for the children. 
Their dedication is remarkable. Many thanks to Mr Ivel, Miss Woodhouse and all the 
staff for making us welcome.’ 
 
Class Dojo 
Class dojo is a wonderful way for school to be able to communicate key messages 
for parents/carers about upcoming events or activities in school.  Please can I 
remind parents that whilst school staff are in school, their primary focus is to work 
with your children to support their education. They are not able to access class dojo 
messages and respond to these during teaching time. Class dojo should not be used 
to ask questions of staff; it is an information sharing platform only. If you need to 
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communicate messages to teachers that cannot be shared at drop off/collection 
time, please ensure you contact the school office to ensure your message is 
received and passed on accordingly.  
 
Reporting Absences  
This is a reminder of our School Absence Reporting Policy due to the high numbers 
of absences reported this week. In the case of absence, parents must either have 
spoken to someone at the office or have left a voicemail on the absence line 
before 9am. Please clearly state your child’s name, class and reason for absence. 
This must be done every day of absence. Please give a specific reason for absence 
for example “a ‘high temperature, diarrhoea’, a comment of ‘ill’ or ‘poorly’ is not 
sufficient and will trigger a follow up call.   
 
After School club booking 
From next week, and to support our operational efficiency, can we please ask 
parents/carers to book onto after school club by 4pm the day before you need to use 
this. This will ensure staff are able to plan food and activities according to the 
number of children attending. It will hugely support our continued sustainability work 
in school to reduce waste. We appreciate that sometimes after school club is needed 
in emergency situations, this should be booked via a phone call to the office.  
 
Summer Fair 
My first summer fair at Ackton was a huge highlight of this week! It was wonderful to 
see so many of our community supporting the school and helping us raise vital 
money to spend on new equipment and experiences for our children. A huge thank 
you to Mrs Peters and her team of helpers who gave up their time and energy to 
arrange the fair. We have counted the money raised so far but will wait until the 
conclusion of our raffle to share a final total with you.  
 
Sports Day 
Our Annual sports days will take place next week (weather permitting!) Timings for 
the days are below: 
 
Thursday 2nd July: 
Rec - 9:40 start  
KS1 - 1:40 start  
 
Friday 3rd July:  
LKS2 - 9:40 start  
UKS2 - 1:40 start  
 
Children will need a water bottle and a hat (weather dependent). Children will be 
given slips stating which coloured group they will be in. Parents will be able to attend 
from 9:30/1:30 via the reception outdoor area. Parents must stand around the field 
and not between the events. During the races section, parents must remain on the 
hill and not at the finish line. We hope the event will take no longer than 1hr 30mins..  
 
 
Diary Dates 
 
   
 



Ackton Pastures Primary Academy 
Part of the Inspire Partnership Multi-Academy Trust 

 
College Grove,  
Castleford,  
West Yorkshire  
WF10 5NS   
Telephone: 01977 802322   
Email: ap-enquiries@inspirepartnership.org.uk 

 ‘Children at the heart; inspiring futures’ 
 
 
Just a reminder of some of the key dates we have in the diary for the rest of term: 
 
2nd July Sports Day -  Reception  9:40am 

                      KS1           1:40pm 

3rd July Sports Day - Yr 3 & 4      9:40am 
                     Yr 5 & 6      1:40pm 

10th July Colour Run 

14th/15th July Year 6 performances (pm) 

15th July Annual reports out to parents/carers 

16th/17th July Transition days in school (Reception to Year 5 pupils) 

20th-22nd July Year 6 residential 

24th July School Closes for Summer. 

1st September  Training Day (School closed to children) 

2nd September School Reopens for Autumn term. 
 
 

Attendance this week 

Reception – Miss Ayling 82% 
Reception – Mr Smith 92% 
Year 1 – Miss Wilson  98% 
Year 1/2 – Miss Binns 94% 
Year 2 – Mrs Turfrey 88% 

Year 3 – Miss Blakeway 88% 
Year 3/4 - Miss Gibbins 90% 
Year 4 – Miss Stanton 90% 
Year 5 – Mrs Longoni 94% 
Year 5/6 – Miss Lynch  78% 

Year 6 – Miss Woodhouse 95% 
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Make the most of the sunshine this weekend and keep cool where possible - we will 
see you all again next week for hopefully, a slightly cooler week. 

Mr Ivel   

Headteacher 

 

 
   
 


