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Friday 16th October 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been an exciting week of Den building, litter picking and new book deliveries in
school this week (see our school instagram page for more details!). Lots of classes
continued their forest school work on Tuesday and there was definitely a spooky feel
in school yesterday as After School Club hosted their Halloween craft night.

Family Consultations

Family consultations will take place on Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st October.
These are available to book via Arbor now. An email has been sent with instructions,
please do speak to the office if you have any questions. Please note that teacher led
after school clubs will not take place on the Wednesday of parents evening, our after
school wraparound club will be available should you need it.

Individual Photographs

On Monday next week (19th October), we will be having our annual individual
photographs in school for all pupils. These photos are used to keep our school
records up to date and parents are given the option to purchase copies of these. The
photographers will also conduct photographs with siblings in school on the day.

School Gates

A huge plea, if you are entering school at any point during the school day when the
gates are normally locked, please ensure these are locked again behind you. The
main parent entrance during the day operates on a mag lock system so the magnets
need to reconnect fully to ensure this is locked. Gates should not be propped open
during school hours to ensure safeguarding.

Halloween Disco.

A reminder our Halloween Discos will take place on the first week back after the
holidays. EYFS/KS1 will take place on Tuesday 3rd November and KS2 will take
place on Wednesday 4th November. Tickets will cost £4.50 which will include a drink
and hotdog. These are available to purchase on Arbor and close on Sunday 1st
November at 6pm in order for staff to cater for the event.

Children will be invited to bring their Halloween costumes/party clothes in a bag to
change into at the end of the day, before the disco. Phase leaders will send specific
information out about the discos closer to the time. Both discos will run from
3.15-4.15pm.

The Headteacher is the designated person for all child protection issues
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Wraparound
Just a reminder that our wraparound pick up point is at the Year 3&4 classroom.

Parents need to sign to say they have collected their child. If someone other than the
parent is collecting, please inform school beforehand so our wraparound staff can be
informed.

Also, a polite reminder that our club finishes at 5pm every night. You must inform
staff if you are going to be late. The wraparound number is 07515 633216 and staff
are available to answer the phone from 3:30pm.

Online Safety:

We carry out lots of online safety work in school as part of our Computing and One
Life curriculums and regularly talk to the children about staying safe online. | thought
it would be useful to provide some support for parents with understanding how the
online world is developing and give you some guidance to support children with
staying safe online. This week | am focussing on you tube, a fabulous platform that
brings together videos and information on a range of topics and creative medias.
Please see the information leaflet at the end of this leaflet, from the National College,
with some great tips on ensuring children access youtube for its desired purpose.

Attendance

We know how important good attendance is for ensuring your child has a successful
journey through their school years. Missed days and lessons often lead to broken
knowledge and missed opportunities. As a school we have high expectations for
attendance but also appreciate that sometimes other factors can cause a barrier to
this. | am sharing a leaflet from Family Horizons who work with families who struggle
with their child’s attendance and offer support for parents with understanding the
barriers children can sometimes face. Similarly as a school, all our staff are trained in
EBSA (Emotional Based School Avoidance) which equips us with support strategies
for breaking down barriers that stop children attending. Please speak to us if you are
struggling with attendance. A reminder classroom doors are closed by 9am so that
registers can be completed, children arriving after this must enter through the main
school office and will be marked as late.

PTA

We are sorry we had to cancel the last PTA meeting due to illness, we are pleased to
announce we have a new date in the diary of Monday 19th October straight after
school, please speak to Mrs Peters, who can predominantly be found in KS2
classrooms at the end of the day, should you wish to find out more and join this
fantastic group that help school raise vital funds.

Halloween Window Competition
A reminder that Castleford Civic society is running a Halloween window competition

this year and they are encouraging children in Castleford aged 12 and under to get
creative by decorating a Halloween window and sending in a photograph of their
design. Please do see the leaflet at the end of this newsletter should you be
interested in participating with your children.

Kendal Drive Family Hub Halloween Party
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A reminder of the link below to the Kendal Drive Family Hub Halloween Party. You
should be able to copy and paste the link into your internet browser with further
details about this fantastic event.
https://eequ.org/book/halloween-party-with-kendal-drive-family-hub-35211

Attendance this week

Reception — Mrs Jackson 90%
Reception — Mr Smith 92%
Year 1 — Miss Wilson 95%
Year 1/2 — Mrs Turfrey 98%
Year 2 — Miss Moorby 96%
Year 3 — Miss Briscoe 99%
Year 3/4 - Miss Naylor 99%
Year 4 — Miss Stanton 96%
Year 5 — Miss Gibbins 98%

Year 5/6 — Mrs Longoni 98%
Year 6 — Miss Lynch 99%

We somehow find ourselves with only one week left of this half term. | hope you all
have a wonderful weekend doing the things you enjoy the most. | hope to catch up
with lots of you at Parent Consultation Evenings next week, in which teachers will be
able to share lots of successes from a busy half term with you all.

See you all on Monday,
Mr lvel

Headteacher

The Headteacher is the designated person for all child protection issues
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Horizons

Supporting Parents and Carers of Children Experiencing
School Attendance Difficulties

What is Family Horizons?

A free online course for parents and carers whose children are finding school
attendance challenging. Whether your child is starting to show signs of
anxiety about school, or hasn't been able to attend for some time, this course
offers understanding, practical support, and hope.

What does it offer families?

« Understanding of your child's experience with school
Practical strategies and tools to support wellbeing
Ways to work effectively with schools

+ Stories from families who understand

+ Resources you can use with your child

How does it work?

» Access 5 chapters with video content online anytime
» Watch short, focused videos

« Download practical resources

+* Revisit materials when needed

Every child's journey is unigue. Whether you're just noticing difficulties or have
been supporting your child for some time, Family Horizons provides gentle,
practical support for your family's specific situation.

The Headteacher is the designated person for all child protection issues
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